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Press Release 

College students spend part of their summer vacation at re:loom 

Church mission trip gives assist to nonprofit’s mission 

Decatur, Ga. August 12, 2013:  A group of North Carolina college students spent one of their last weeks of 

summer vacation helping a Decatur-based nonprofit. On Aug. 10 they spent their last day in town decorating one of 

the interior offices at the Decatur-based Initiative for Affordable Housing to look like a college dorm. They decorated it 

with rugs and table runners made by employees of the Initiative’s re:loom project. 

At re:loom, homeless adults referred through the Initiative take donated materials, like clothes and bedsheets, 

and then upcycle them into products sold at local crafts fairs and at reloom.org. The students are all members of First 

Presbyterian Church in Lenoir, N.C. They came to re:loom with an ambitious itinerary, planning to pressure wash and 

paint the re:loom Weavehouse where workers practice their craft. The weather didn’t cooperate, and instead the 

volunteers worked alongside re:loom’s employees. 

Douglas Terry, sophomore the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, said he got to see firsthand “how 

awesome having a stable job is for them.” 

“It’s a stable job, with benefits, for 10 people which is really cool,” Terry said. 

Lisa Wise, executive director for the Initiative for Affordable Housing, said she had worked with the church’s 

mission trips in prior years and appreciated their help getting the word out about re:loom. 

“We knew they were fabulous and didn’t mind working,” Wise said. 

About re:loom: The Initiative for Affordable Housing, based in Decatur, Ga., created re:loom to train adults who have 

struggled to secure and maintain jobs. Weavers design and produce handmade products while receiving a stable salary, 

free healthcare coverage, and opportunities to engage in the operation of the Weavehouse. re:loom helps its employees get 

back on their feet, develop leadership skills, and teaches them the value of a hard day’s work. For more information, visit 

reloom.org.  
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